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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER of Florida).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 28, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————
A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, as Yogi
Bera once said, “‘It’s deja vu all over
again.”

How many times can we
same argument?

Forty-one years ago, the Supreme
Court affirmed a woman’s constitu-
tional right to choose. Yet, four dec-
ades later, this Chamber will vote yet
again to rob women of their right to
control their own bodies.

Today, the Hyde amendment pro-
hibits the use of taxpayer dollars to

have the

pay for abortion services. While I op-
pose this restriction, it is important to
emphasize that this statute is already
the law. It was passed in 1976. Yet the
legislation we are considering today
would take that restriction even fur-
ther.

My friends on the other side of the
aisle are no longer content with simply
banning Federal funding for abortions.
Now even private funding for this con-
stitutional right is up for debate. A
vote in favor of this bill will authorize
for the first time penalties for private
insurance companies that offer plans
that cover abortion services. Let me
say that again. This bill will allow the
Federal Government to use tax policy
to punish private companies that even
offer coverage for abortion as part of
their insurance plans.

And the penalties don’t stop at insur-
ance companies. This bill also goes
after consumers, penalizing those who
choose insurance plans in the Federal
exchange that include coverage for
abortion services by removing their
eligibility for income-based subsidies.

Mr. Speaker, the hypocrisy is stag-
gering.

Every day on the floor, my col-
leagues lecture about their mission to
keep the Federal Government out of
the daily lives of the American people,
but apparently those principles don’t
extend to a doctor’s office or to the
most private and intimate choices a
woman can make about her own body.
A woman who makes the choice to end
her pregnancy should not have her mo-
tives questioned. It is a choice no one
wants to make, but the unfortunate re-
ality is that many people have to. If
my colleagues are looking to end abor-
tion, let’s take actions that will actu-
ally reduce the number of abortions in-
stead of making policies that embar-
rass and demonize women.

Here are a few suggestions:

Let’s invest in family planning pro-
grams that help men and women have

more control over when and how they
start their families; let’s support com-
prehensive sex education so that teen-
agers know how to be safe and prevent
unintended pregnancies; let’s make
adoption easier for loving families so
that no child is left spending his entire
youth as a ward of the State.

Mr. Speaker, I know that many of us
will never agree on the very personal
and emotional issue of abortion, but in-
stead of rehashing the same fights,
let’s focus on things we can agree on.
Let’s reconsider the definition of ‘‘pro-
life”” to include efforts that improve
the quality of life for people in Amer-
ica. Being pro-life should mean sup-
porting programs like Head Start and
school lunches, which help our young
people succeed. Being pro-life should
mean supporting investments in job
training programs to help people find
well-paying jobs so they can provide
for their families. Being pro-life should
mean supporting a raise in the min-
imum wage so a single mother who is
working 40 hours a week isn’t living
below the poverty line. Being pro-life
should mean supporting SNAP benefits
so that working families don’t have to
choose between feeding their children
and paying their rent.

The list of things this Congress can
do to support the lives of Americans
whom we represent is endless. It is a
shame we waste so much time having
the same old arguments. I am afraid we
have lost sight of what our constitu-
ents sent us here to do. Let’s stop at-
tacking women’s health, and instead
let’s focus on making investments in
our future that will help Americans re-
alize their full potential and live the
American Dream.

——

A QUIET LEGACY OF CONVICTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

South Carolina (Mr. GowDY) for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, one of the
most enjoyable parts of our job is
speaking to children at schools, and
you get some tough and interesting
questions. A couple of months ago, a
precious child at a school in upstate
South Carolina asked me who was the
most famous person I had ever met.
That is a very good question, I told the
child. T have met President Bush; I
have met President Obama; I have met
JOHN LEWIS; I have met PAUL RYAN; I
have met Bono, the lead singer of U2; I
have met McGruff, the Crime Dog—I
have even met TIM ScoTT—but I told
the child the most famous person I had
ever met was his teacher, and we all
smiled and laughed.

But it did get me thinking, Mr.
Speaker, that we are surrounded by
fame. We fly into an airport named for
Reagan. We work in a town named for
Washington. We pass monuments to
Jefferson and Lincoln and Dr. King.
The buildings we work in are named for
famous people, and within those build-
ings are statues and portraits of still
more famous people. We are surrounded
by fame, Mr. Speaker, and it is easy to
forget that, while those people made
contributions to our country, the coun-
try was built, is being built, and will
continue to be built by average, ordi-
nary women and men who lead quiet
lives of conviction and courage—aver-
age folks doing above average things,
ordinary folks doing extraordinary
things. That is the essence of who we
are as a people, and while there may
not be a monument or a portrait dedi-
cated to those ordinary men and
women, there is something even better,
and it is called a legacy. So, in honor of
those women and men, Mr. Speaker,
who lead quiet lives of conviction, I
want to honor a man who was just like
them.

Bruce Cash was a pharmacist in my
hometown of Spartanburg. He was bur-
ied last week—way too soon, in my
opinion, but such are the ways of the
Lord. He was a pharmacist, so we saw
him when we were sick, and more im-
portantly, we saw him when our chil-
dren were sick. He was compassionate,
and he was kind, and he acted like you
were the only person he was taking
care of that day. He was active in his
church, doing everything from driving
a bus on choir tour, to being chairman
of the Board of Deacons, to taking his
vacation time to chaperone other peo-
ple’s children while they went and sang
to prisoners in prisons.

He was a devoted father and husband.
He and his wife, Kitty, had six children
and scores of grandchildren; and when
you walked into his pharmacy, Mr.
Speaker, you didn’t see his business li-
cense, and you didn’t see his pharmacy
license—you saw a picture of his chil-
dren. He wanted to quietly signal to
you that that was the most important
thing in his life.

I would tell you, Mr. Speaker, to look
up Bruce Cash on the Internet, but you
are not going to find much. In fact, he
never even bothered to change the
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name of his pharmacy. He left on his
pharmacy the name of the man who
owned it before him.

He had the quality that best defined
the Lord Jesus that he believed in,
which is humility. He didn’t want to
talk about himself; he wanted to talk
about you. He didn’t want to tell you
his opinion; he wanted to ask you your
opinion. He didn’t want to talk about
his illness; he wanted to talk about
your illness. He didn’t want to talk
about how life had dealt him an
unplayable hand of cards; he wanted to
talk about grace and hope and things
that last beyond our lifetime.

In conclusion, Bruce was humble, and
he believed it was more important to
live a sermon than to preach one.

So I want to thank you, Bruce, for
setting an example of average, ordi-
nary people building this country, and
the next time a child asks me who the
most famous person is I have met, 1
will tell him it is you.

———

THE STATE OF OUR ECONOMIC
UNION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, this
evening, from the dais behind me,
President Obama will deliver his an-
nual State of the Union message; and
while there are hopeful signs and a
brightening of the economic outlook
for the country as a whole, the Presi-
dent will almost certainly concentrate
on the battles ahead.

Even as America struggles to shake
off the effects of the worst downturn
since the Great Depression, our econ-
omy and our society are being chal-
lenged by a yawning inequality gap
that affects tens of millions of Amer-
ican families and threatens to erode
the underpinnings of our social con-
tract.

Last fall, economists Emmanuel Saez
and Thomas Piketty released an anal-
ysis of 2012 tax returns, and they found
that the top 10 percent of American
earners took more than half of the
country’s total income in 2012—the
highest level ever recorded. The top 1
percent received more than 20 percent
of the income earned by Americans, a
level not seen since 1928, the year be-
fore the stock market crash and the be-
ginning of the Great Depression. Top
earners have also recovered more
quickly over the last 3 years as their
wages and investments have recouped
value at a much brisker clip than those
of the rest of Americans.

Inequality has also been a persistent
political theme here and around the
world, and it helped to launch the Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement. Last year,
Pope Francis spoke out against what
he termed an ‘‘economy of exclusion”
while New York City’s new mayor, Bill
de Blasio, won the election by high-
lighting inequality there. President
Obama, himself, made expanding op-
portunity a major theme in a speech in
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December, and he discussed the issue
at length in his past two State of the
Union addresses. I expect him to return
to the theme tonight and in the coming
months of the 113th Congress as we pre-
pare to go to the polls in November.

There is a broadly held, national con-
sensus that an overly high concentra-
tion of wealth spawns a host of eco-
nomic social and political ills, but that
agreement has not fostered a concerted
strategy on expanding opportunity and
closing the wealth gap. America has al-
ways rewarded hard work, and the pos-
sibility for a better life has been part
of the attraction for generations of im-
migrants and others struggling to
climb the economic ladder; but eco-
nomic mobility, as a recent study from
Harvard and Cal demonstrates, varies
greatly within the United States, and
while economic mobility has not
changed significantly over time, it is
consistently less prevalent in the
United States than in most developed
countries. We should never seek to
punish success or to, as some describe
it, soak the rich, but we must take
steps to address the problem of growing
inequality both in the short term and
in the long term.

I believe there are three things that
Congress and the President can do to
give Americans and the middle class
and those who aspire to join it the
chance to move up:

First, we need to extend emergency
unemployment assistance for those
who are still looking for work and who
cannot find a job on their own. The
weekly litany of those who are losing
benefits is disheartening, and we must
not turn our backs on our fellow Amer-
icans;

Second, we need to raise the min-
imum wage nationwide, and it is
shameful that it has been 5 years since
the last increase. In fact, according to
one study, the minimum wage today is
actually worth $2 less than in 1968.
Raising the minimum wage to just over
$10, as I support, would push millions
of hardworking Americans out of pov-
erty and stimulate economic activity
throughout the country;

These two steps can be part of a
short-term solution that stops the
bleeding, but real change requires giv-
ing American workers the education
and training to compete domestically
and internationally for the high-
skilled, high-wage jobs that are the
ticket to the middle class and beyond.
Investing in education and building
schools and curricula for the 21st cen-
tury is a long-term project, but it is
the one that has the greatest potential
in terms of economic growth and in-
creased opportunity while preserving
the spirit of free enterprise and entre-
preneurship that built this country.

Mr. Speaker, tonight the President
will challenge us to join him in an ef-
fort to reinvigorate the American
Dream for another generation. Let us
join him in that sacred task.
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